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FROM PAIN TO CRISIS: A TRANS-BORDER CONVERSATION ON THE OPIQID EPIDEMIC

The Unitad States and Canada ars the two largest per capita-consuming nations of

prescribed opicids. The cver-prescription of these highly addictive medications has fuelled an
unprecadentad, iatrogenic epidemic of overdosse-related martality and morbidity in communitias
throughout both countries. This has created a public health problem requiring significant
coordination bstween multiple stakehelders in deploying an effective response.

This collaberater sessicn is jointly hosted by the American College of Preventive Medicine and the
Public Health Physicians of Canada, and will bring toegether leading experts from both countries to
compare and contrast the contexts, strategies, and outcomes from the fisld, through research and
avaluation. Tha session will provide participants an opportunity for in-depth lsarning around the
gpidemic and a forum to discuss joint strategies going forward.

Learning objectives:

= Compare and contrast the differing approaches used in respending to the opicid epidemic in
Canada and the United Statas, and situats thase within the relevant issuss and contaxts that
supperted the creation of these response strategiss.

Describe the common elements that gave rise to the crisis on both sides of the border, and
state and compare key goals envisionad by the Canadian and American responses.

Identify potential areas for collaboration betwean Canadian and American staksholders in
responding to the opicid spidemic.
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